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This guide has been put together to help people in their search for the perfect horse.

1. If you are not an experienced horseperson, do your research before shopping and if possible take a horse-wise friend with you when shopping.  Two minds are better than one.
2.  Horses are very expensive to own and keep.  Talk to a horse owner to get the real scoop of what it cost to maintain a horse.  Take into consideration pasture, feed, hay, farrier, tack, shots, wormings and the unexpected trip to the vet.  Can you afford the cost long term?  
3. Horse Traders, BEWARE, not all are bad people who sell bad horses, but, SOME will do anything to make a buck. So, be careful!  If a person or ranch, is listing several animals at once or constantly have horses for sell, that is a clue, that you might be dealing with a horse trader.  If you do choose to make a purchase,  ask for references of clients.   Check with them to see if they are happy after the sell.
4. If you go to see a horse and it appears sleepy, slow, and or lethargic the horse may have been drugged to appear kid safe and calm but in real life it isn't.  If you are really interested in the horse make a surprise visit to see the horse.  You may see the horse is more nervous than before.  If this is the case leave the horse there. 
5. If you arrive to look at a horse and it is saddled, tied and waiting on you.  The seller may be trying to hide a catching or saddling issue.  Wet or dry sweat- marks, could mean the horse was already worked down before you got there.  I, ask that the horse be left in the pasture till I arrive, so that I can see how the horse acts while being caught, saddled, handled, and ridden.  I also like to see the seller ride the horse first, before I ride it (there are a few horses I decided, I didn’t need to ride. I thanked the seller for their time and left).  A lot can be learned from watching the owner handle and ride the horse.
6. If you are interested in buying a horse that has been used as a lesson horse.  Ask that the horse be rested for a few days so that you can ride it fresh. Be sure to ride without the instructor in the pen (because these horses learn to listen to there instructor so you may not be getting an honest ride).   Be sure to ride the horse outside the lesson pen to see how it handles in the "real world".

7. Really, ride and handle the horse, most sellers want the horse and rider to be a good fit for each other and will be patient, till the buyer is comfortable with the horse.
8. Always have the horse checked by YOUR VET. Don't take the horse to the seller's vet. 

9. Don't buy a horse if you aren't comfortable riding it.  If the horse is being sold as a kid’s horse, watch a kid ride it. (Then have your kid ride, if they become uncomfortable or scared, DON’T GET THE HORSE!).
10. If possible ride the horse in an open environment.  If the horse is spooky in its’ own pasture, who knows what it might do somewhere else.

11. A green broke horse and a green rider are not a good match.
12. If you can have a trial period, TAKE IT. Agree, on the terms and put it in writing, most times you pay for the animal and take it home, if it doesn’t fit in your program.  You return it and get your money back.  This is great if you have a safe place to keep it during the trial period, the horse will have to be returned without injuries.  ALWAYS have a signed agreement by both parties (two copies) for the trial period to state each others expectations.
13. When buying a registered horse make sure the seller has the papers in hand, and is listed as the current owner, (paper chases are time consuming and can be costly).  Check to see that the papers match the horse.  Upon purchase the seller should provide you with the original papers, a filled out transfer slip provided by the association, a current-original coggins paper and a bill of sale.
14. If the horse is sold without papers.  You still need a bill of sale and a coggins test done with in the year (it is illegal to sell any equine, without a negative coggins).
15. If things feel shady they probably are.
16. Good horses usually aren't cheap; you get what you pay for.   It cost just as much to feed and maintain a QUALITY horse as it does to take care of a NAG.
17. The most important thing is to use your best judgment and go with your gut feelings when it comes to buying and selling horses.

18. Remember that if you buy a horse that just doesn't fit, you don’t have to keep it.  Be responsible and honest about the horse, and look for a buyer that has experience with horses.  In time the right buyer will come along.
